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EDITOZTAL

The first Zeppelin raid on thess =-sres took place on 19th. January
1915 when two airships dropped =cx:z on Great Yarmouth and other
places in Norfolk. In total four :sople were killed and several
houses and other buildings were esiizer damaged or destroyed. The
immediate reaction of the local pes;le was probably as much a
feeling of surprise as of fear. 3:%, as the raids became more
frequent, the public became boir frightened and angry and the
Government was stirred to almost frantic efforts to improve the
air defences,especially around LonZ:n.

To-day, with our knowledge of the vilnerability of the airship and
of the obvious superiority of the zeroplane, it seems inoredible
that the Zeppelins should have terrorised the country for so long.
But fighter aircraft of thePirst World War took a long time to
climb to the heights at which a Zeprelin flew and when they did get
up there the airships had no difficulty in out climbing them.
Furthermore the anti-aicraft guns in the early days had difficulty
in hitting these high flying targets. Ordinary machine gun bullets
having proved ineffective the pilots were expected to climb above
the Zeppelins to drop bombs and incendiaries upon them. . It was
not until the advent of the Buckingmzm and other explosive bullets
that the Zeppelin menace was finally defeated.

We are priveliged, in this issue, 4o publish an eye-witness account
of the shooting down of two of these Zeppelins, the SL 11 at Cuffley
and the L 31 at Potters Bar, in the autumn of 1916. This article
has been contributed by Mrs. Kathleen E. Scharff who, as Miss Burn,
lived with her parents at Rydal Mount, Baker Street during those
fateful years. We are also indebted to her brother, Mr. M. Burn,

for sending this article to us and for obtaining her permission for
us to publish it in our journal.

I am indebted to Mrs. H.M.Baker for the sketch of L 32 on the front
cover,

Much of thﬁinformation in this editorial has been obtained from the
following sources:-

David K. Woodward, Ph.D., Zeppelins Over London in British History
Illustrated, Vol.l No.5, 1975.

Kenneth Poolman, Zeppelins Over England, 1975.

Most members will have heard by now 4f the death last autumn of
Dick Baker. A familial figure about the town he is perhaps best
remembered by our members for the slides he showed at his wife's
lectures. They were a good team and it may not be widely known,
for he was a modest man, that many of the slide used to illustrate
Mrs. Baker's talks were taken by Dick. It was not solel uthin
the narrow confines of the Historical Society that he was, ut also
in the wider fields of amenity work. His work for the Footpath
Group of the Potters Bar 3ociety has been of immense value to

the people of Potters Bar as a whole. A much loved man, he will
be sadly missed.







